Pancreatic cancer in cystic fibrosis after bilateral lung transplantation.
Cystic fibrosis (CF) is the most common lethal genetic disease affecting 1 in 2500 white patients. Chronic obstructive lung disease and pancreatic insufficiency are the main clinical manifestations of CF. Lung transplantation has become a treatment option for advanced pulmonary disease during the last decade. On the other hand, there is evidence from large cohort studies that CF and immunosuppression are risk factors for pancreatic cancer. Here, we report the case of an 18-year-old female patient with CF and bilateral lung transplantation who underwent Whipple procedure for pancreatic adenocarcinoma at the age of 12 years. Because of growth retardation, the patient underwent a 2-year period of growth hormone treatment before the diagnosis of pancreatic cancer. This case should sensitize physicians to be aware of the increased risk for pancreatic cancer in CF patients especially in those after lung transplantation with immunosuppression and prolonged survival.